








Cost of
ownership

If you’re considering bringing 3D 
printing in-house, learn about the 
factors that contribute to the total 
cost of ownership.
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3D printer 
Stratasys professional 3D printers range in price depending 
on capability. Consider your current and future 3D printing 
goals to determine an appropriate printer choice. 

Materials  
The cost of materials and the amount you’ll consume will 
be a big contributor to your total cost of ownership. If you 
don’t need high-performance thermoplastics or full-color 
multimaterial capability, lower-priced printers will be your 
best option.

Equipment and facilities  
FDM, PolyJet and P3 3D printers can be installed in  
any office environment, while SL and SAF printers have 
special requirements. 

Labor 
All FDM and PolyJet printers are easy to use and don’t 
require extensive training. SL, SAF and P3 printers may 
require more training and/or the need for personnel trained 
in this type of 3D printing technology.

Support and maintenance  
An annual service contract can help minimize downtime, 
maintain production schedules, and keep costs stable  
and predictable. 

The cost of doing nothing  
Show decision-makers the cost of inaction — whether that’s 
slow design and decision processes, too many change 
orders, a stagnated product line or excess inventory with 
fewer turns.

The six
cost factors

 
For our first FDM 
machine purchase, 
we projected ROI in 4 
years, but it took only 
18 months. For our 
second FDM machine 
purchase, we saw ROI 
in only 9 months.”

Mitchell Weatherly 

Sheppard Air Force Base 
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Material Costs

$ $$

$ $$ $$$

$ $$

$ $$

$ $$ $$$

Cost
comparison

Under $10K $10 – 50K $50 – 200K $200 – 500K

FDM Printer � � � �

PolyJet Printer � � �

SL Printer �

SAF Printer �

P3 Printer  �

FDM Printer

PolyJet Printer

SL Printer

SAF Printer

P3 Printer

Time and Labor 
Requirements

$

$ $$

$ $$ $$$

$ $$

$ $$ $$$

Facilities and 
Equipment

$

$ $$

$ $$ $$$

$ $$ $$$

$ $$

Printed Part Cost* 
(economy of sale for 

mass-production)

$ $$ $$$

$ $$ $$$

$ $$ $$$

$

$ $$

*Excludes capital expenditure hardware investment costs
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Support and
services
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When you make the decision to add a 3D printer to your 
factory or office, consider all factors when deciding which 
company to partner with. Look for companies with the ability 
to provide the full range of printing services you will need.

Look for companies that offer design and DFAM consulting 
as well as a 3D-printed, parts-on-demand service. 

If your printer is down for scheduled maintenance, is  
busy printing another part for your project or you  
need a part to be printed in a different material, a  
parts-on-demand service could be the  
difference between you hitting or  
missing your deadlines.

Stratasys offers the comprehensive  
suite of 3D printing services to  
help you with any printing  
challenge you encounter.
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Direct Manufacturing

If you don’t have budget for a 3D printer now or you need to demonstrate an ROI model or vet the 
various options to determine what’s best for your organization, Stratasys Direct Manufacturing is the 
optimal solution for you. Every technology in this guide, and more, is available to you directly from 
Stratasys Direct Manufacturing.

Stratasys Direct Manufacturing makes it easy for you to “try before you buy.” To receive an instant quote 
and to have Stratasys Direct Manufacturing print your parts, simply upload your CAD file to our intuitive 
website. We’ll print and deliver your parts quickly using your technology and material selections. 

If you’re not sure which technology and material combinations to try, you can leverage our extensive 
expertise with 3D printing technologies to help you choose the optimal processes for your application.  
Using Stratasys Direct Manufacturing is a great way to characterize different solutions and learn more 
before you buy. Stratasys Direct Manufacturing also specializes in traditional manufacturing technologies. 
Those traditional manufacturing methods include:

Learn more or request a quote at: 
stratasysdirect.com.

Urethane casting 
Achieve quality, 
consistent parts using 
our low- to mid-volume 
urethane casting 
process and get fast 
turnarounds and 
consistent delivery with 
our innovative master 
pattern production.

CNC machining  
Get CNC-machined 
parts quickly with the 
help of our experienced 
CNC machinists and 
streamlined operations.

Injection molding  
Get large or small 
quantities of injection-
molded parts using our 
fast tooling methods  
and near-unlimited 
material choices.

Design services 
Achieve designs 
that leverage the 
power of the additive 
manufacturing process. 
We’ll help you modify 
CAD files for optimized 
results and an expedited 
time to market.
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Endless possibilities 
for any industry

Personalized healthcare 
Doctors today use 3D prints to help practice 
procedures as well as explain the procedure 
to patients and families. In addition, medical 
device companies use 3D printing to 
prototype new, life-saving products and train 
doctors on new procedures. Lastly, many 
companies use 3D printing to help with 
actual parts for dental aligners, orthotics, 
dentures and even hearing aids.

Compressing product development time 
With 3D printing, companies are getting their 
products to market faster with the help of 
functional prototypes. They are even skipping 
the 2D drawing step and going straight to 
3D printed prototypes. With the addition 
of PolyJet and PANTONE color matching, 
designers can make realistic prototypes that 
look and feel like real objects.

High-performing factories 
Today, 3D printing is improving the 
performance of factories around the 
world with helpful tooling, jigs and fixtures 
that increase speed of production while 
increasing quality and employee safety. 
Some companies are also using it as a 
replacement for injection molding.

Modern supply chain 
With 3D printing, injection molding can 
sometimes be replaced. In addition, benefits 
of reducing inventory can be gained with 
on-demand inventory for low- to mid-volume, 
end-use parts.
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Our network of authorized resellers is extremely knowledgeable 
and responsive. We are ready to help you find the ideal 
3D printing solution for your organization based on your 
applications, budget and timeline.

Expert help is 
always available

Find a reseller: 
stratasys.com/contact-us/find-a-local-reseller

Call us: 
1-800-801-6491



1 Holtzman St., Science Park,  
PO Box 2496  
Rehovot 76124, Israel  
+972 74 745 4000
+972 74 745 5000 (Fax)

Stratasys Headquarters 
7665 Commerce Way,  
Eden Prairie, MN 55344
+1 800 801 6491 (US Toll Free)
+1 952 937-3000 (Intl)
+1 952 937-0070 (Fax)

stratasys.com  
ISO 9001:2015 Certified
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